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CAMPUS
UT remembers Haruka Weiser
The Tower bells chimed 
18 times over a crowd of 
candlelit faces Monday eve-
ning, honoring each year of 
the life of Haruka Weiser.
Student Government 
held a memorial ceremony 
on the Main Mall in honor 
of Weiser, the dance fresh-
man from Portland, Ore-
gon, murdered on campus 
one year ago.
“On that day, Haruka 
became an angel for every-
one,” the Weiser family said 
in a letter to the University 
read by urban studies soph-
omore Sylvia Feghali, Weis-
er’s former roommate. “She 
became a teacher to guide 
us with her bright faith. 
Her light lifts our hearts 
even (when) we are in the 
darkest moments of our 
life. Her light continues to 
remind us of the goodness 
in us, in all humankind.”
UT President Gregory 
Fenves said the commu-
nity was overwhelmed by 
shock, sadness and grief 
after Weiser’s death, and 
UT mourned together as 
a community.
“She represented the very 
best of this University with 
her talent, her focus and 
her determination,” Fenves 
said. “If you know the Uni-
versity of Texas, you knew 
Haruka Weiser.”
Weiser spent her high 
school days immersed in 
dance, watching YouTube 
videos of her favorite per-
formers with a drive to 
succeed, Fenves said. Later, 
when Weiser stepped onto 
the 40 Acres, she fell in love 
with UT and Austin. 
“I can say without hesi-
tation that the honor was 
ours,” Fenves said. “She 
will always be part of our 
thoughts to inspire us. The 
Weiser family’s courage 
and bravery has helped us 
to heal our community.”
Student Body Vice Pres-
ident-elect Micky Wolf 
said Weiser’s death was 
a catalyst for the Be Safe 
Campaign, an initiative 
aimed to change the cul-
ture of campus safety. The 
campaign’s message, “Walk 
With Me,” is an invita-
tion for students to walk 
together on campus.
“In launching the pro-
gram in October, Mr. Weis-
er and Mrs. Weiser shared 
the three meanings for 
Walk With Me,” Wolf said. 
“The first was to walk with 
each other. The second 
was to walk with Haru-
ka’s memory and purpose. 
The third meaning … is to 
walk with us and all who 
are suffering.”
Neuroscience junior 
Jackie Roth said she be-
came friends with Weis-
er through her room-
mates and was with 
Weiser the night before she 
went missing.
“When something this 
big happens, it definitely 
By Kayla Meyertons
@kemeyertons
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Students attend the memorial ceremony honoring the life of Haruka Weiser on the Main Mall on Monday evening. Weiser, a dance freshman from Portland, 
Oregon, was a member of Dance Action, a student organization that works to broaden the opportunities for dance throughout the UT community.
Vigil marks anniversary of Weiser’s death
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For the UT Police 
Department officers 
on duty the day dance 
freshman Haruka Weis-
er’s body was found in 
Waller Creek, the one-
year anniversary of her 
death brings up strong 
memories of responding 
to the first on-campus 
homicide in 50 years.
“Police officers are 
not robots, and they 
have feelings just like 
everybody else,” said 
UTPD Assistant Chief 
Don Verett, who was 
on duty the day Weiser’s 
body was found. “When 
things like that happen, 
I personally think about 
my own children, and 
one can’t help but be 
emotionally involved.”
Weiser was report-
ed missing on April 4, 
2016, after failing to re-
turn home from a dance 
rehearsal the previous 
evening. On April 5, 
her body was found in 
Waller Creek and trig-
gered the first on-cam-
pus homicide investiga-
tion since the UT Tower 
shooting in 1966. The 
10 to 12 officers, both 
young and old, who first 
responded to the scene 
of Weiser’s body were 
all affected by the event, 
Verett said.
“For some of the 
younger officers, being 
around a dead body can 
be very traumatic … 
because we don’t have 
very many (traumatic 
























UT must discover causes 
 of sexual assault. 
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Flyers in campus buildings 
target Chinese students
The Texas Public Health 
Week carnival showcased 
everything from proper 
alcohol servings to a ther-
apeutic horse Monday on 
East Mall.
In accordance with Na-
tional Public Health Week, 
the UT organization Tex-
as Public Health is host-
ing a week centered on 
awareness, promotion and 
education about topics sur-
rounding public health. 
The first event of the week 
was a carnival with tabling 
and games.
“I feel like a lot of peo-
ple don’t know what pub-
lic health is,” said Julia 
Doncaster, public health 
senior and president of 
Texas Public Health. “It’s 
By Ally Ortegon
@atxallyyy
Texas Public Health 
Week commences
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Psychology sophomore Harper Yatvin participates in the 
Texas Public Health Week carnival game of jeopardy. 
Racist flyers titled “Ethi-
cal Lessons to Chinese” were 
found on campus Sunday 
night, making unfounded 
derogatory comments and of-
fering a fake ethical course on 
integrity to Chinese students. 
The flyer was seen in the 
Student Activity Center and 
engineering buildings on cam-
pus and detailed a “special” 
class, specifically for Chinese 
students, to learn the integri-
ty of intellectual property and 
accurate representation on job 
applications. The flyer made 
the baseless claim that in Chi-
nese culture, it isn’t bad to steal 
others’ work and break the law 
for personal gain.
Xiaolong Sun, post-doc-
torate research fellow in the 
Department of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry, said he 
was shocked by the news af-
ter his friends told him about 
the flyer.
“I work everyday from 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m.,” Sun said. “I 
try to make a contribution to 
this country. That’s why every-
one knows America is a great 
country … We want the U.S. 
to take care of those things 
(and not) take the racism.”
Biomedical engineering se-
nior Harvey Li, president of the 
Chinese Student Association, 
said he saw the flyer shared on 
Facebook on Sunday night. Li 
said he personally thinks it is 
“crazy” how someone would 
post something like that.
“There’s always going to be 
somebody that’s upset who 
has these feelings of racism to 
have like ignorance and fear 
of different cultures,” Li said. 
“There’s been a lot of anger 
and sadness that someone 
at UT would do something 
like that.”
Several reports were made 
to the Campus Climate Team, 
the University entity that han-
dles bias incident reports. In 
a statement to the University, 
President Gregory Fenves 
said the posters are being 
taken down, and the incident 
is under investigation by the 
Office of the Dean of Stu-
dents in accordance with the 
hate and bias incident poli-
cy recently implemented by 
the University. 
“Such posters are complete-
ly unacceptable,” Fenves said 
in a statement to the Uni-
versity. “Consistent with UT 
Austin’s core values, every stu-
dent, faculty member and staff 
member who sets foot on our 
campus has the right to learn, 
teach and work without fear 
and without being the object 
of hate and discrimination.”
Li said he wants to see if 
the flyers were posted by an 
organized hate group.
“It’s very difficult to shut 
down these types of things,” 
Li said. “These could just be 
isolated incidents.”
The University is currently 
seeking information about the 
source of the flyers.
A group of UT students is 
launching a video campaign 
this week to define and com-
bat relationship abuse, coin-
ciding with Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month. 
The video series is titled 
“Dating Advice with Sean,” 
and it tackles dating abuse 
with a talk show-style format 
featuring a clueless host who 
gives comically poor advice. 
“The campaign focuses on 
the misunderstanding of a 
healthy relationship to help 
open up the conversation and 
get people talking about what 
a healthy relationship actu-
ally looks like,” said Jennifer 
Lawrence, public relations 
senior and public relations 
director for the campaign.  
Advertising senior Christian 
Trudeau, the screenwriter 
of the video series, said 
he hopes this unique ap-
proach can be more suc-
cessful than traditionally 
styled campaigns. 
“We’re using an intention-
ally terrible video to speak 
about a terribly sad yet im-
portant topic,” Trudeau said. 
“I’m not sure if this execu-
tion will work, but it’s worth 
trying something new, and 
if it can make a meaningful 
impact on one person, the 
campaign is a success.”
The campaign originat-
ed as a project for a course 
taught by Chad Rea, advertis-
ing and public relations lec-
turer, titled “Integrated Com-
munications Campaigns.” 
The course teaches students 
how to combat social issues 
through video campaigns, 
but most other groups chose 
to work on lighter topics, 
Lawrence said. 
The first episode of the 
campaign, titled “The Dinner 
Date,” is currently on You-
Tube, and more episodes will 
appear on the group’s web-
site as the series continues 
through April and May. 
Advertising senior Spen-
cer Beltran, who plays the 
titular Sean in the series, said 
the campaign group hopes to 
accomplish something positive. 
“We wanted to tackle a 
real, massive problem in the 
world,” Beltran said. “If the 
video actually goes viral, it’s 
attempting to make a positive 
change and not some trash 
that just adds to the clutter in 
the media.”
The campaign decided to 
pursue this topic after see-
ing the “constant stream of 
news about sexual assault 
on college campuses,” Law-
rence said. She mentioned 
the recent University report 
that revealed 15 percent of 
undergraduate women have 
been raped as a reason for the 
campaign’s importance. 
“As college students, we 
know that we and our peers 
are the most vulnerable to be 
in an unhealthy relationship 
or worse, and we wanted to 
put an end to that,” Lawrence 
said. “We don’t think any-
one should be abused. We 
especially don’t want any-
one to accept abuse because 
they don’t understand what 
abuse is.”
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It’s like Castaway mixed with 
the Piña Colada song.
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CAMPUS
Students combat relationship abuse in video campaign
By Eric Vela
@_ericvela
Courtesy of Datinfg Advice with Sean
Students from the Moody College of Communication started 
a video campaign to tackle the issue of relationship abuse.
Last June, homeless teen 
Meechaiel Criner was in-
dicted on capital murder 
in connection to Weiser’s 
death. The two-page indict-
ment accused Criner of sex-
ually assaulting Weiser and 
killing her by strangulation 
with “a ligature, a deadly 
weapon,” as well as other 
offenses Criner is alleged 
to have committed during 
the crime. Since the crime 
scene showed signs of this 
violence, Weiser’s death had 
a significant impact on the 
officers who responded to 
the scene, Verett said. 
While Verett said the 
department responds to 
a wide range of crimes in 
the campus area, including 
traumatic scenes like sui-
cides and car accidents, vio-
lent crimes such as Weiser’s 
death are rare. 
“In Haruka’s case, we 
don’t have a track record,” 
UTPD Chief David Car-
ter said. “It’s been 50 years 
since there was a murder 
on campus, and hope-
fully there’s not one ever 
again. Obviously, it shook 
the community.” 
After Weiser’s death, 
UTPD provided critical in-
cident and stress debriefing, 
a form of counseling of-
fered to officers during the 
initial 48 to 72 hours after a 
traumatic incident occurs. 
“A lot of time when you 
respond to a traumat-
ic scene … you have to 
block it off to a certain ex-
tent to get the job done, 
and it’s usually a little bit 
afterwards where it’ll hit 
you,” Verett said. “We have 
trained professionals come 
in and say, ‘Those feelings 
you’re having are justifi-
able.’ Police officers want 
to feel that they’re strong 
and they don’t need any 
help, but everybody needs 
somebody to talk to.”
Verett said the incident 
reminded all officers in 
the department that col-
lege campuses are not 
necessarily exempt from 
violent crime. 
“It was just a terrible 
tragedy not only for the 
Weiser family, but for the 
greater UT community,” 
Verett said. “Any time 
something like that hap-
pens, it makes people feel 
vulnerable, and realize 
it can happen anywhere. 
And even though you 
may know intellectually 
that anything can hap-
pen anywhere, it kind of 
shatters people’s feeling 
of safety.”
OFFICERS
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UTPD Assistant Chief, Don Verett, stands outside the UTPD 
office on campus. He was one of the main officers working 
on Haruka Weiser’s disappearance last year.
The hammock structure on 
campus enjoyed by many stu-
dents since last semester was 
removed last week because of 
a lack of funding. 
UT student startup Nido 
began in June 2016, and the 
company set up the ham-
mock structures last semester 
in various locations, includ-
ing the Chemical and Petro-
leum Engineering Building, 
the Student Activity Center 
and, most recently, near the 
Art Building. The hammock 
structure was created by Nido 
using its company funds, but 
after failing to receive finan-
cial support from UT and 
Student Government, Nido 
decided to withdraw its 
structure from campus.
To help fund the hammock 
structure on campus, Nido 
launched a Kickstarter last 
month with a goal of raising 
$6,000 from UT students in 
a month. Nido member Mar-
garet Berno said the $6,000 
includes the base of the 
structure, hammocks and paint. 
“We’ve contacted the Uni-
versity about permanently 
purchasing one, and ac-
cording to them, there’s not 
(enough) interest from stu-
dents to use it, which is kind 
of ironic because it’s one of 
the most heavily used things 
on campus right now,” said 
Berno, a finance and business 
honors sophomore. 
Women’s Resource Agen-
cy director Rebecca Sostek 
is a rhetoric and writing, 
biology and psychology ju-
nior. Sostek passed a Student 
Government resolution in 
April 2016 to add hammocks 
to the Speedway Mall Proj-
ect. Although Sostek was 
promised a grant from SG’s 
special projects fund to im-
plement the idea, Sostek said 
she never received the mon-
ey but started working with 
Nido to get their structure on 
campus anyway.
“The only reason that their 
Kickstarter is still a thing is 
because Student Govern-
ment, as great of an orga-
nization as it may be, still 
hasn’t gotten us the money,” 
Sostek said. 
SG internal financial di-
rector Jonathan Harper said 
SG approved $5,250 for 
the hammocks Feb. 26, but 
large requests of more than 
$1,000 take at least a month 
to process. 
Nido, not wanting to wait 
for the funds to process, 
decided to withdraw its 
structure, Sostek said. 
“Everybody involved 
wants these hammocks to be 
there,” Harper said. “Even if 
there’s procedural issues … 
like not being able to spend 
as much time getting this 
through as early as I would’ve 
liked, that’s not an indication 
at all of not wanting the ham-
mocks there.” 
Currently, the Kickstart-
er has $1,065 pledged of the 
$6,000 goal, which must 
be fulfilled by April 19 to 
be funded.
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Moody, Dell Medical 
School to collaborate
Legal Services for Students offers advice
Courtesy of Lorian Garabedian
Michael Mackert is the new director of the Center for 
Health Communication and wants to further its research.
alters your memory of the 
person, because you want 
to hold on to the good 
things and you remember 
all the parts that made her 
special,” Roth said. “All of 
my memories of her are just 
such positivity and fun. She 
was so purely talented and 
just passionate about what 
she did.”
Weiser was an avid dancer 
recruited by the College 
of Fine Arts to dance for 
the University and was in-
volved in Dance Action, a 
student-run organization 
for dancers. She participat-
ed in the fall 2015 Dance 
Action concert.
“She just made friends 
with everyone,” Roth said. 
“She was super, super kind, 
wore the greatest outfits, 
super thrifty (and) listened 
to good music.”
Student Body President 
Kevin Helgren said he 
made his first public ap-
pearance as president at the 
first community gathering 
last year for Weiser’s death.
“(The Weisers) have ev-
ery reason to be sad and 
frustrated and upset,” 
said Helgren, psychology 
and neuroscience senior. 
“But they don’t let those 
emotions mask the fact 
their daughter made a tre-
mendous impact on the 
University, and it’s our job 
as a University to honor 
that legacy.”
To honor her legacy, 
Fenves said the Universi-
ty can remember Weiser, 
learn from her passion and 
kindness and take action 
to improve safety both on 
and off campus.
“(Weiser) strove to 
make every moment im-
portant, vital and worth 
living,” Fenves said. “To 
honor her memory, let’s do 
the same.”
important for people to care 
about their own health and 
also be aware of ways to help 
others as well.”
Some tables included the 
Red Cross Club, Longhorn 
EMS, Voices Against Vio-
lence, Healing with Horses 
Ranch, Healthy Horns and 
free HIV testing. Each table 
had its own theme or inter-
active way to teach students 
about public health. Some 
focused on issues such as al-
cohol abuse, fire safety and 
safe sex.
“I think it’s really import-
ant that UT is teaching safe 
sex,” chemical engineering 
junior Yanan Wang said. “I 
have friends at other schools 
that don’t even address it. I 
think (events like this one) 
are important because they 
make people feel more com-
fortable to talk about sex. I 
think it was really nice to be 
in an environment where ev-
eryone was okay to talk about 
a somewhat taboo subject.”
Doncaster said the hope 
for this event was that stu-
dents learn what public 
health is and how diverse 
the fields within that subject 
can be. The public health ma-
jor includes environmental, 
nutrition, social and behav-
ioral health, health policy, 
biostatistics and epidemiology.
“We are here to spread 
awareness about our majors, 
public health measures 
people can take and offer net-
working opportunities,” said 
Nayab Qazi, public health ju-
nior and Texas Public Health 
member. “We just want peo-
ple to know how they can 
take care with public health 
in their daily lives.”
The events continue 
through Friday with perfor-
mances, presentations, a dis-
cussion on opioid addiction 
and a networking fair. 
“Most of the tables had a 
theme of consent,” biology 
and Plan II freshman Swe-
ta Ganta said. “They talk-
ed about relatable things. I 
think this event raised a lot 
of awareness. I came here 
with a blank slate about a lot 
of these topics. The exposure 
was really good.”
HEALTH
continues from page 1
 VIGIL
continues from page 1
Courtesy of Datinfg Advice with Sean
Students from the Moody College of Communication started 
a video campaign to tackle the issue of relationship abuse.
By Rachel Cooper
@rachelcoopa
Gabby Lanza | Daily Texan Staff
UT student startup Nido set up hammocks around campus last semester, but lack of funding 
has caused their removal. Nido launched a Kickstarter last month to reinstate the hammocks.
Maria Luisa Santos | Daily Texan Staff
UTPD Assistant Chief, Don Verett, stands outside the UTPD 
office on campus. He was one of the main officers working 
on Haruka Weiser’s disappearance last year.
As the spring semester 
comes to a close, students 
living off campus should be 
aware of Legal Services for 
Students, a free service that 
offers a range of legal ad-
vice, associate director Sylvia 
Holmes said.
The service, offered through 
the Office of the Dean of Stu-
dents, offers free legal coun-
seling on landlord-tenant law, 
criminal charges and traffic 
tickets, according to the Uni-
versity’s website. Holmes said 
students should be informed 
and responsible when signing 
their leases.
“A number of problems come 
up simply because the student 
didn’t understand the lease,” 
Holmes said. “Reading the lease 
is important. I’d rather prevent a 
bad situation, so let’s review the 
lease together and understand 
how to avoid problems.”  
Mechanical engineering 
senior Julian Gonzalez said 
he didn’t know about the ser-
vice two years ago when he 
got into a disagreement with 
his landlord.
“The landlord automati-
cally renewed my lease even 
though I had given a 60-day 
move-out notice,” Gonzalez 
said. “I ended up having to 
live there two more months 
because I couldn’t find a way 
to get out.”
Students should be more 
educated about the apartment 
complex before signing the 
lease, Holmes said.
“Talk to people who live 
there, and go back and see that 
complex at night,” Holmes 
said. “Take note of the park-
ing, the lighting, the traffic. 
The evening will tell you how 
noisy it’s going to be.”
Before moving in, Holmes 
advises students to take pic-
tures and videos of the unit.
“The day you arrive, go 
get the keys, tour the apart-
ment, turn your camera 
on and make a video blog,” 
Holmes said. “Open all the 
drawers, check all the lights, 
flush all the toilets, make sure 
everything works.”
Holmes said video evidence 
is important in case a dispute 
goes to trial. She recalled a 
case in which the judge ruled 
in favor of a student because 
of a 12-minute video. Addi-
tionally, Holmes said students 
should also take photos after 
moving out to document the 
after-condition of the unit.
If a student gets into a dis-
pute with a landlord, they 
should immediately seek legal 
advice, Holmes said. 
“It can be scary to seek legal 
advice, but you’d be amazed 
to know that most cases can 
be resolved without going to 
court,” Holmes said. “Nine-
ty-five percent of cases get 




It can be scary to seek 
legal advice, but you’d 
be amazed to know 
that most cases can 
be resolved without 
going to court.
—Sylvia Holmes, 
Assistant director of Legal 
Services for Students 
 The newly appointed 
director to the Center for 
Health Communication will 
help oversee the Center’s 
move to a joint partnership 
between the Moody School 
of Communication and the 
Dell Medical School.
The partnership, tak-
ing place this summer, will 
increase collaboration be-
tween communication and 
health care students, as both 
schools oversee and support 
the Center. The new direc-
tor, Michael Mackert, who is 
also an advertising professor, 
said he wants to further the 
Center’s research. 
“Given what they’re try-
ing to do and what we have 
expertise in, it was a really 
natural fit to make the Cen-
ter a joint academic center,” 
Mackert said.
Mackert, who teach-
es at the Center, said he 
hopes it will gain more at-
tention within the health 
communication world. 
“There’s this extra level of 
visibility with the medical 
school as it grows,” Mack-
ert said. “(The partnership) 
gives us that permanent 
connection with them. 
Having people specifically 
located down at the (Dell 
Medical School) to be there 
as part of their meetings 
will be a whole new way 
of operating.” 
Dean Clay Johnston of the 
Dell Medical School said the 
partnership reflects his belief 
that effective health com-
munication is critical to the 
health of patients. 
“There has been a fair 
amount of data that shows 
that the connection a doctor 
makes with a patient, which 
is a relationship based on 
communication, is proba-
bly more important to the 
health of the patient than 
the individual decisions that 
the doctor makes,” Johnston 
said. “Building that into the 
way we train physicians and 
all health professionals can 
have a major impact in the 
health care system.”
UT alumna Beth Ann 
Williamson took Mackert’s 
health communication class 
when she was an advertising 
graduate student. William-
son said working closely with 
nursing students gave her a 
unique learning opportunity. 
“Some of (marketing ba-
sics) can be taught, but the 
things that can’t be taught 
are what you can learn from 
each other, like just hav-
ing sympathy for the other 
side,” Williamson said. “It 
made me a better marketer, 
because I was able to under-
stand what the actual prac-
titioners were doing on the 
health industry side.”
After the results of UT’s sexual assault 
study revealed that 15 percent of female un-
dergraduates had experienced rape, many 
have sought to understand this staggering 
figure. However, one aspect of this horrific 
phenomenon has been largely excluded from 
these conversations: If the number of rapes at 
UT is disturbingly high, then so is the num-
ber of rapists. 
Herein lies the study’s most glaring error. 
It fails to explore the motivations of sexual 
violence perpetrators within our community. 
By neglecting to provide any insight into the 
minds of assailants, the study leaves us with no 
concrete path forward. Only by addressing the 
root cause of rape — rapists — can the Univer-
sity attempt to solve its sexual assault problem. 
Conversations about the prevalence of 
rapists are more difficult to have than con-
versations about the prevalence of rape. 
These conversations invoke blame. They 
force us to recognize that people in our com-
munity are committing these crimes, unde-
tected and unpunished. 
This is not just a UT problem. Research 
analyzing the perspective of perpetra-
tors is sparse compared to that examin-
ing the perspectives of victims. This can be 
partially attributed to the massive num-
ber of assaults that go unreported and 
unresolved. However, this dissonance is also 
representative of the overwhelming focus we 
put on victims when addressing sexual assault. 
This focus allows us to ignore a central 
problem with sexual assault: For the most 
part, men in our community are doing this 
to women in our community. A minimum of 
54 percent of sexual assaults on UT students 
were perpetrated by fellow students. 
Studies examining the thought pro-
cess of sexual assailants yield remarkably 
different results. Motivations ranging from en-
titlement to hatred of women have been used 
to explain this figure. However, many attribute 
the striking prevalence of sexual assault to 
misunderstandings of consent. Perhaps half of 
all rapists — like half of all victims — fail to 
understand their actions as rape. Perhaps UT’s 
problem of sexual assault lies in miscommuni-
cation about consent. 
Addressing the problem of rape through 
the lens of male guilt often elicits contentions 
over its prevalence. Focusing on men when 
discussing rape makes individuals feel unfair-
ly blamed. They urge that not all men rape, 
so all men shouldn’t be subject to such dis-
cussions. This mentality makes exploring the 
causes of sexual violence difficult, as it elicits 
profound discomfort. 
Many find comfort in the idea of the “re-
peat offender.” Imagining that the 15 percent 
of female undergrads — approximately 3,750 
people — were all assaulted by the same 
handful of horrible people seems comfort-
ing because it allows us to imagine that most 
men on campus are innocent of this. Some 
research does support this idea. According to 
several studies, the majority of rapists — 63 
percent — are repeat offenders, and the av-
erage repeat offender will commit four as-
saults. However, one study suggests that four 
out of five rapists will only rape within one 
academic year. 
Data in this realm is disturbingly inconclu-
sive. One study found that 6.4 percent of male 
undergraduates had committed rape. At UT 
this means 1,600 men. One study found that 
nearly 20 percent of male students reported 
attempted or completed rape — that’s 5,000 
Longhorns. Another found that 26 percent of 
men had used either force or intoxication to 
obtain sex — that’s 6,500 Longhorns. Even ac-
cepting the most conservative of these figures 
describes the harrowing prevalence of sexual 
assailants on campus. 
The University cannot solve its sexual as-
sault problem without a comprehensive 
study of the motivations of men who commit 
sexual violence. Addressing the problem of 
rape necessitates addressing the prevalence 
of rapists. When President Gregory Fenves 
says that “one sexual assault is too many,” he 
must also mean that one sexual assailant is too 
many. Not all men commit rape, but some of 
them do — and the University does its stu-
dents a disservice when it fails to address the 
misdeeds of the few for fear of alienating the 
many. 
Anderson is a Plan II and history freshman 
from Houston. 
Vegan. The image most people associate with 
this label is typically some hipster of the vari-
ety indigenous to Austin. They’re tattooed, and 
they’re probably slender. They have ratty hair 
which may or may not be fashioned into dread-
locks. But above all, they are definitely white. 
While the mental image of a pale-skinned bro 
picking at his quinoa salad may appear harmless, 
the caricature is indicative of underlying prob-
lems in the vegan community. White veganism 
— which refers to the dominant cruelty-free cul-
ture of wealth, privilege and exclusivity — is not 
an option for most people. If vegans want to pro-
mote sustainable and compassionate diets for the 
world, their communities must be intersectional. 
While American veganism is a “white thing” 
today, compassionate consumption has an in-
ternational history. Indian cuisine offers many 
plant-based dishes. When Ethiopians observe 
meat-free days, their meals are almost entirely 
vegan. In most East Asian countries, lactose in-
tolerance is present in huge chunks of the popu-
lation, so dairy is hardly ever eaten. 
But you don’t imagine these cultures when you 
imagine vegan. Instead, you gag at the thought 
of revolting imitation cheese and other Amer-
ican favorites frankensteined into cruelty-free 
dishes. Instead of promoting the foods of foreign 
cultures, vegans go great lengths to reinvent tra-
ditional foods which rely on animal products to 
taste good.
And of course, it will cost you an arm and a leg 
to shop for the ingredients these recipes require. 
While grocers that cater to white vegans may 
very well believe in the benefits of healthy diets, 
the prices they charge suggest profit is their pri-
mary motivation. The price inflation of these eas-
ily accessible vegan items shuts out large swaths 
of people, including students.   
This cultural exclusivity is problematic 
enough, but that’s only the tip of an insensitive 
iceberg. Most vegan communities offer no sym-
pathy to victims of racism, appropriating minori-
ties’ struggles to advance their own cause. Black 
Lives Matter is degraded to a distraction from 
chicken and cow lives, and equating America’s 
chattel slavery to the agriculture industry’s “im-
prisonment” of animals is commonplace.
The vegan vision is one of global sustainability, 
but the community’s actions suggest interest in 
a costly and homogeneous culture. If vegans are 
truly committed to cleaner and more compas-
sionate consumption, they need to recognize the 
importance of making plant-based diets accessi-
ble to everyone. 
The first step in making a more inclusive veg-
anism would be to stop acting so bourgeoisie. 
Vegan communities must stop fixating on tem-
peh chili recipes and shift dialogue toward issues 
that actually impact global food systems, like how 
to support sustainable diets within food deserts. 
Veganism can help us solve global hunger, but 
only if it doesn’t get distracted by popcorn tofu. 
Buying groceries doesn’t need to cost an entire 
paycheck. Grocery shopping at Wheatsville Co-
op isn’t an option for everyone, but that shouldn’t 
automatically exclude the possibility of afford-
able veganism. Vegan organizers should battle 
the misconception that drinking $6 asparagus 
water is the only way to be vegan by highlighting 
accessible vegan recipes like stir-frys and soups 
when promoting global plant-based cuisines.
Our struggles are intersectional. Instead of 
attacking movements that combat racism and 
classism, the cruelty-free community has to re-
alize that they only alienate potential vegans by 
belittling others’ hardships. Amplify the voices 
of vegans from all different backgrounds, and we 
will be on a much shorter road to a kinder, more 
sustainable world. 
Larcher is a Plan II and economics freshman 
from Austin. 
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UT must study motivations of male rapists 
By Audrey Larcher
Daily Texan Columnist 
 @AudreyLarcher 
HORNS UP, HORNS DOWN
Horns up, Horns down: April 4
COLUMN
Vegans must feed everyone, 
not just wealthy white people
Illustration by Yulissa Chavez | Daily Texan Staff
HORNS DOWN: YOU PROBABLY SCREWED UP YOUR BRACKET
HORNS UP: BASEBALL IS IN FULL SWING  
HORNS UP: POSING IN THE BLUEBONNETS
If baseball isn’t enough to get you outside, bluebonnets in bloom should. If 
not, please leave this state. While it’s arguably been spring in Texas since fall 
ended (Seniors: remember when we had snow days in this state? We can’t 
believe it either), the end of spring break marks a transition into the feel-
ing of spring. It means flash floods after 90 degree days, it means sunsets 
late enough to go to a dog park after work, and most importantly, it means 
bluebonnets.
You may be one of those terrible people who fails to appreciate these flowers 
because you’ve lived here too long. Do not be one of those people. They are a 
gift, no matter how many of your friends put pictures of themselves in them on 
Facebook. Be one of them. 
By Liza Anderson
Daily Texan Columnist 
 @lizabeen 
While grocers that cater to 
white vegans may very well 
believe in the benefits of 
healthy diets, the prices they 
charge suggest profit is their 
primary motivation.
Infographic by Liza Anderson | Daily Texan Staff
Professors got off lucky this year, with both the Rangers and Astros 
opening their seasons after most classes ended yesterday. Not that class 
would have stopped us.
Longhorn softball and baseball have already been in the swing of things 
for weeks, which has helped, but nothing quite replaces the sound of a 
wooden bat on a 100 mph fastball, the feeling of getting up off of your sofa 
after not moving for three hours or screaming at your friends for being 
Yankees or Red Sox fans.
And with the grand reopening of the intramural fields, we’ve been gift-
ed the chance to get out and play ourselves. So get out, get swinging and 
enjoy this before summer rolls around and triple digit temperatures make 
it unbearable.
Conversations about the prevalence 
of rapists are more difficult to have 
than conversations about the prev-
alence of rape. These conversations 
invoke blame. 
Remember the good days when you thought your bracket was good enough 
to perfect — or at least better than the ones your friends put together when they 
filled it out at the last second? 
That was fun. Thought Villanova would win it again? Sorry. Secretly a Kansas 
fan despite them beating us every year? That didn’t work. Are you a self-loath-
ing Duke fan? You deserve what you got. 
And if you thought this was finally the year the little guys won one, well, sor-
ry. Instead, that friend of yours who won’t shut up about Michael Jordan being 
the greatest of all time is walking away with your $10. It’s not all bad, honestly. 
Even though Texas’ men couldn’t fight their way to a winning record and its 
women bowed out early, we did get to see the end of UConn’s historic run. And 
chances are, you enjoyed the ride. We did.
societal roles impact their re-
lationships and society itself, 
with cosmonauts. 
The project took several 
years to complete and incor-
porates the perspectives of 
14 different cosmonauts with 
ages ranging from early 30s 
to mid-60s.
After receiving his doc-
torate in sociology from 
UT-Austin, Hirsch said he 
still maintains close ties with 
the University. Allegra Azu-
lay, special programs coordi-
nator for the CREEES, said 
Hirsch has a long-standing 
relationship with the center.
“This relationship has deep-
ened lately, as we, and other 
area studies centers at UT, have 
been increasing our interac-
tions with minority-serving 
institutions, including Hus-
ton-Tillotson, where he teach-
es,”  Azulay said. “His work is 
valuable to CREEES students 
because it intersects so many 
different fields — Soviet stud-
ies, sociology, astronomy 
and history.”
Hirsch said the reason his 
research covers such a wide 
variety of subjects is because 
he hopes to be an experienced 
guide for his students.
“It was very important for 
me to do research in multiple 
fields within my discipline 
so I could speak with more 
confidence and firsthand 
knowledge about different 
methodologies, theoretical 
perspectives and substance 
areas,” Hirsch said.
For Texas State graduate 
student Mueni Rudd, Hirsch 
not only taught her in the class-
room but also gave her sup-
port throughout college. She 
said his opportunistic outlook 
on education helped her in the 
professional world. 
“I would not be where I 
am had I not had him as a 
mentor,” Rudd said. “I still 
am closer to him than even 
the professors I have in 
graduate school.”
Hirsch attributes the wide 
range of sociological topics he 
studied within his career to a 
willingness to explore his sur-
roundings and advises others 
to do the same.
“There are so many op-
portunities that surround us 
all of the time, and you just 
need to see them as opportu-
nities and ask (about them),” 
Hirsch said. “Sometimes you 
just need to grab the richness 
of the life around you and take 
it on.”
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ASTRONAUT
continues from page 8
Audrey McNay | Daily Texan Staff
Huston-Tillotson professor Michael Hirsch will give a talk at Burdine Hall on Wednesday on his research of Russian astronauts. His study analyzes the perspec-
tive of 14 cosmonauts ranging from ages early 30s to mid-60s.  
JEWISH
continues from page 8
not have in traditional classes 
in school.”
Gadot said this program 
is beneficial for students like 
her because it helps foster 
relationships with influential 
and educational individuals 
in the fields of their interests.
“As an undergraduate, 
the most important thing is 
to put yourself in an envi-
ronment that has different 
people to learn from,” Gadot 
said. “The more you get in-
volved in areas that provide 
you mentorship, the more 
you’ll learn. The beauty of 
this program is it accelerates 
individual learning.”
The organization seeks the 
most passionate and dedicat-
ed students for these discus-
sions. In doing so, the Exec-
utive Mentorship Program 
only caters to 20–25 students 
selected through an applica-
tion process. Gadot said the 
close environment of these 
meetings also contributes to 
their effectiveness.
“You learn more when a 
study is more intimate, so 
because of that we use an ap-
plication process to find stu-
dents who really want to inte-
grate their Jewish identity in 
their interest of becoming a 
business leader,” Gadot said. 
“We can’t accept so many 
members, otherwise it dilutes 
the conversation.”
Jewish Learning Fellow-
ship’s new Executive Mem-
bership Program promotes 
ethical practices for these fu-
ture Jewish business leaders 
by introducing the students 
to those who paved that path 
for them. 
“We get to talk to inspira-
tional people, network with 
them, get advice and under-
stand where their experienc-
es fit into our future experi-
ences,” Zetune said. “It’s an 
incredible opportunity for 
those involved.”
feedback from his students, 
while relating course topics 
to current issues,” McCarthy 
said. “He is a great example 
of an effective researcher and 
effective instructor.”
Manuel J. Justiz, dean of 
the College of Education 
and Cokley’s nominator, said 
Cokley’s ability to be more 
than an educator to students 
distinguished him.
“Dr. Cokley has consis-
tently been recognized as an 
outstanding teacher, and it is 
his ability to bring education 
alive to undergraduate stu-
dents that has earned him this 
award,” Justiz said. “Dr. Cokley 
is an inspiration and mentor to 
his students.”
Cokley said he hopes to 
leave his mark on the UT 
System as a scholar, a research-
er and an educator.
“My goal is to ensure that 
students of color can do what I 
am doing because it is imper-
ative for students of color to 
see people of color teaching,” 
Cokley said. “I want to know 
that I have inspired students 
to pursue what I’m doing 
and exposed them to possi-
bilities they might not have 
seen otherwise.”
PROFESSOR
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While Texas has veteran 
players, the bulk of the depth 
that is so crucial to long-term 
success falls at the feet of the 
freshman class. 
As the end of the 2017 sea-
son approaches, the impor-
tance of youth has become 
increasingly apparent.
On Sunday, the Long-
horns won both games in a 
doubleheader versus Hous-
ton. Freshmen were re-
sponsible for every run that 
crossed the plate. Catcher 
Taylor Ellsworth had two 
RBIs, and infielder Kaitlyn 
Slack hit the walk-off RBI 
single to end the second 
game of the day to complete 
the sweep.
“It felt good,” Ellsworth 
said. “I mean, we’ve been all 
putting in extra work and just 
coming out everyday just do-
ing the best we can, and finally 
getting an oportunity to bring 
my team up is amazing.”
However, Ellsworth and 
Slack aren’t the only first-year 
players that have made an im-
pact this season. Freshman 
Jade Gortarez, who is known 
for her defensive play and 
has her own highlight reel 
of defensive web gems, has 
also made contributions of 
her own.  
Following Gortarez are fel-
low freshmen Taylor McAl-
lister and Malory Schattle, 
who have displayed potential 
and skill in the relatively lim-
ited action they have seen on 
the field. 
In a long season in which 
injuries can plague a team 
at any moment, the young 
players on the roster must be 
ready to see the field when-
ever called upon — and they 
have been. 
“Kaitlyn has had some very 
good looks,” head coach Con-
nie Clark said. “Taylor McAl-
lister does a nice job of staying 
alive in the box. Mallory gets 
some work at first base and in 
the outfield, which is some-
thing we want to continue to 
take a look at.”
This season, Texas has 
developed and progressed the 
freshman class quicker than 
most, as the team features 
two freshmen as everyday 
starters, including Gortarez 
and Ellsworth, who supplanted 
junior and captain Randel 
Leahy for a stretch due to her 
hot performance at the plate.
There are many reasons that 
the team fosters growth ear-
ly on in the younger athletes. 
However, the athletes them-
selves seem to key in on one 
reason in particular.
While the coaching staff 
shares the responsibility 
of developing the players, 
the senior class has taken 
an active role in teaching 
the newcomers.
“There’s just so much to learn 
from our seniors and even our 
upperclassmen,” Gortarez said. 
“I would hope to take little bits 
and pieces of them and just 
contribute into my game.”
Moving forward into the 
home stretch of the season, 
the freshmen and the depth 
they provide will be critical for 
postseason play as the Long-
horns look to continue their 
success in the upcoming series 
versus No. 12 Oklahoma and 
No. 14 Baylor. 
“I think this group of new-
comers is tremendous,” Clark 
said. “I mean, we’ve said that 
all along. You know we’re 
twenty deep, and we real-
ly need to continue to give 
everybody looks.”
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Ryan Crouser refreshed his 
phone screen of the women’s 
shot put final results this 
summer in Rio.
He refreshed it again 
and again.
He was waiting to see if fel-
low Longhorn Michelle Car-
ter could pull off the win on 
the final throw. 
She did.
“To see Michelle win the 
first one for the U.S., and to 
do it in that fashion, on her 
last throw, that just motivat-
ed me,” Crouser said. “So that 
was unbelievable. Watching 
her just proved to me that 
once you’re at the Olympics, 
anything can happen.”
Carter became the first 
American woman to win 
the Olympic gold in the shot 
put with a throw of 20.63 
meters (67’ 8.25”). Crous-
er would go on days later to 
win gold in the men’s shot 
put with a throw of 22.52 
meters (73’ 10.75”).
Carter and Crouser grad-
uated nine years apart, but 
both made the same Olym-
pic team, making Texas the 
only school to ever sweep 
an Olympic throwing event. 
“It was just meant to be,” 
Carter said.
While a plethora of Texas 
Olympians sat at the Texas 
Track and Field alumni 
dinner after Friday night’s 
relays, Crouser and Carter 
were the ones chosen 
to speak. 
Dressed in a gray dress 
with her gray Nike sneakers, 
Carter’s smile illuminated as 
she recalled her favorite Texas 
Relays memory.
“It was my senior year. It 
actually rained and sleeted, 
it was horrible,” Carter said. 
“My coach looked at me and 
said, ‘You have to compete.’ 
And I’m like, ‘Really? It’s 
snowing outside.’”
Carter convinced herself 
to brave the freezing tem-
peratures and take part of 
the event. 
“I just sucked it up and 
went out there, and I won,” 
Carter said. “That hardly 
ever happens at Texas Re-
lays, but to win in that con-
dition is great.”
Crouser’s favorite Tex-
as Relays also saw adversi-
ty. He was in bed with strep 
throat, not prepared to com-
pete in his first collegiate 
discus competition.
“I came out, and Mario’s 
like ‘Let’s at least give it a toss, 
it’s a cool atmosphere, get out 
there and just do it,’” Crouser 
said. “So I went out there and 
threw. I actually threw what 
ended up tying my PR, almost 
200 feet. And that lasted all 
the way until the end of the 
year just because I was so re-
laxed and not trying to kill it.” 
Neither Crouser nor Carter 
mentioned any plans of 
retirement. Carter has made 
three olympic teams, but 
believes she can make a fourth 
by qualifying for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics. 
“I’m going to go for one 
more Olympics, and that’ll be 
my fourth team, hopefully,” 
Carter said. “And I’m not giv-
ing up just yet. I’ve got more 
to give, and I’m going to keep 
working at it.”
Crouser also has more 
plans in store. He is current-
ly training in San Diego at 
the Olympic training center.
“For anyone coming off an 
Olympic medal, you kind of 
look towards the next thing, 
which is the world record,” 
Crouser said. “Randy Barnes 
has it at 23.12 meters. And 
then long-term, I’m looking 
at Tokyo 2020, it’s always on 
the horizon, as well as World 
Championships this year 
in London.”
Both Crouser and Carter 
walked around the stadium 
Saturday. Carter had a cam-
era slung over her shoulder, 
for pictures, hugging fel-
low Olympic team mem-
bers Natasha Hastings and 
Phyllis Francis.
Crouser watched from the 
back tent, wearing jeans and 
a white t-shirt with a “Team 
USA” logo on it, watching 
the next to come. 
“It’s a really good 
experience being back and 
seeing everybody,” Crouser 
said. “Everyone was so 
supportive during my time 
here at Texas. And then, after 
the Olympic medal, I’ve been 
able to give back a little bit. 
Everyone is still appreciative 
and supportive still. I’m 
really glad I got a chance to 
come back.”
Freshman class 
continues to make 
contributions 
Crouser, Carter reflect on 
Olympics at Texas Relays
TRACK SOFTBALL
Pu Ying Huang | Daily Texan Staff
Rio Olympic gold medalist and University of Texas graduate Ryan Crouser prepares to throw a shot put. 
Crouser is a four-time NCAA shot put champion and was also nominated for Big 12 Male Athlete of the 
Year twice in his time on the 40 Acres. 






compete on U.S. 
Collegiate Team 
It’s been nearly four 
months since Texas lost 
to Stanford in the NCAA 
Championship match, 
marking the second year in 
a row the Longhorns lost in 
the season’s final game. 
But five Longhorns, 
including head coach 
Jerritt Elliott, finally 
have something to take 
their minds off their 
heartbreaking defeat to the 
Cardinal. 
Elliott, along with four 
of his players, will compete 
on the U.S. Collegiate Team 
in Bangkok, Thailand, in 
a tournament spanning 
throughout most of the 
latter half of May. 
Sophomore outside hitter 
Yaasmeen Bedardt-Ghani, 
freshman outside hitter Mi-
caya White, senior middle 
blocker Chiaka Ogbogu 
and sophomore middle 
blocker Morgan Johnson 
will compete on the team. 
Those four Longhorns 
make up one-third of the 
total players on the team, 
who all hail from differ-
ent universities around the 
country. The University of 
Kentucky is the only oth-
er school to send multiple 
players. The Wildcats are 
sending two.
The team of 12 colle-
giate women will compete 
against Thailand’s nation-
al team, Thailand’s U23 
team and Bangkok Glass 
— Thailand’s No. 1 profes-
sional team — during the 
annual U.S. Women’s Colle-
giate Thailand Tour on May 
19–30. 
Before then, Texas will 
play its spring schedule 
— including one home 
game against North Texas 
















blasts his 714th 
career home-run, 
tying the record 
once held by 
Babe Ruth.
Kevin Roliard got off to 
a strong start in his first 
year at the 40 Acres, main-
taining a 0.00 ERA through 
4.2 innings pitched, but 
he won’t get to improve 
upon those numbers in the 
near future.
Texas announced Friday 
that the freshman pitcher is 
not with the team at this time.
Specific details have not 
been released, but Roliard’s 
parents, Brenda and Larry Ro-
liard, said their son has been 
dealing with personal issues 
and was hospitalized with an 
injury on Sunday March 26. 
“We truly appreciate those 
who came to his aid and are 
thankful that Kevin is on the 
road to recovery,” Roliard’s 
parents said. “We appreciate 
the many well wishes we’ve 
received, and we hope you’ll 
continue to keep Kevin in 
your thoughts and prayers. 
We also ask that everyone 
recognizes this is a very dif-
ficult time for our family 
and will continue to respect 
our privacy.”
The Spring, Texas, native 
— who was recruited in his 
time at Klein High School 
— made five appearances on 
the mound in relief duty so 
far in his first season on the 
40 Acres. 
“Kevin has been a big part 
of the 2017 team since his 
arrival on campus back in the 
fall,” head coach David Pierce 
said. “We’ve been in constant 
contact with his family this 
week and have been to the 
hospital to visit Kevin. The 
Roliards are all members of 
our Longhorn baseball family, 
and we will do everything we 
can to support all of them 
during this difficult time.”
Texas men’s athletics direc-
tor Mike Perrin said he and 
Pierce visited the hospital to 
talk with the Roliards, but no 
information regarding the 
specificity of the injury can be 
released at this time. 
“Our baseball team was 
made aware, and they and 
any other members of our 
athletics community are 
being provided with access 
to counseling and support,” 
Perrin said. “Our thoughts 
are with Kevin, his health and 
well-being and his family as 
he recovers. Out of respect 
for them, we won’t be able 
to say anything further at 
this time and hope everyone 
will honor their wishes 
of privacy.” 
As the Longhorns continue 
to support the Roliard family, 
they don’t have much time to 
forget about their six-game 
winning streak being snapped 
in Lawrence last weekend in 
the 2-1 series loss.
The Longhorns will look to 
return to the win column as 
they prepare for a non-con-
ference battle with Pierce’s 
former team, Sam Houston 
State, tonight at 6:30 p.m. at 
UFCU-Disch Faulk Field. 
The Bearkats hosted Texas 
on Feb. 22, marking the Long-
horns’ first road game at Don 
Sanders Stadium in Hunts-
ville in program history. 
Sophomores dominated on 
the mound in the first match-
up between the Longhorns 
and Bearkats. Nolan Kingham 
threw for a five inning shutout 
followed by dominant perfor-
mances from Beau Ridgeway 
and Chase Shugart. 
The three sophomores 
combined for 11 strikeouts 
as junior catcher Michael 
Cantu and Travis blasted two 
home runs to break the game 
open en route to a 7-2 victory 
in Huntsville. 





Chase Karacostas | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman catcher Taylor Ellsworth prepares to return the ball 
back to the Longhorn pitcher at McCombs Field. Ellsworth 
continues to contribute both defensively and at the plate. 
There’s just so much to 
learn from our seniors 
and even our upper-
classmen, I would 
hope to take little bits 
and pieces of them 




Name: CROSSWORD; Width: 29p6; Depth: 5.5 in; Color: Black; Ad 
Number: -
COMICS 7
COMICS Tuesday, April 4, 2017 7
Today’s solution will appear here next issue
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Most people might shud-
der at the thought of ghostly 
encounters, but for sociology 
professor Michael Hirsch, it’s 
just another day at work.
In a career that has covered 
a variety of research and in-
cluded a three-term stint as 
mayor of Fayette, Missouri, 
Hirsch, who teaches at Hus-
ton-Tillotson University, has 
researched a wide variety of 
topics — from people who 
believe they have encoun-
tered ghosts to Indian and 
Pakistani relations. 
Most recently, Hirsch 
completed a study on cosmo-
nauts, or Russian astronauts, 
and the role space travelers 
play in society and will pres-
ent his findings Wednesday 
in Burdine Hall during a talk 
sponsored by the Center for 
Russian, East European, and 
Eurasian Studies, or CREEES. 
He said he credits his ex-
tensive resume to an open 
mind and eye for potential 
research subjects.
“I’ve been a proponent of 
something I learned about in 
graduate school — it’s called 
opportunistic research,” 
Hirsch said. “You need to 
take advantage of the op-
portunities for research that 
present themselves.”
The cosmonaut study 
began during his time as a 
mayor, when a Russian space 
scientist reached out to him 
and other mayors across 
the United States after the 
Soviet Union collapsed.
“Evidently he got the ad-
dresses of city councils across 
the United States and basi-
cally sent the same letter to 
everybody that asked the 
question, ‘Would you like a 
cosmonaut to come speak in 
your community?’ to which 
I said, ‘Of course,’ because 
it was a small town,” Hirsch 
said. “I was always looking 
for ways to raise the profile 
of my university and also 
my town.”
From there, Hirsch began 
a research project linking role 
theory, the idea that people’s 
Kassidy Sablatura
Biology sophomore Kassidy 
Sablatura has always chased 
after the idea of self-liberation. 
She credits the UT community 
with helping her redefine her 
values last year and figure out 
what personal freedom means 
to her.
To celebrate her transfor-
mation, Sablatura designed 
a tattoo that combines it 
with her lifelong love affair 
with music: a bird made of 
musical notes. 
“I’ve always liked bird tat-
toos,” Sablatura said. “They’re 
kinda the concept of freedom 
and liberation. They’re peaceful 
animals to me, and it’s a univer-
sal symbol of freedom.”
After growing up surround-
ed by music in all of its forms, 
she currently uses dance to 
express her love of music.
“Dance is really musical,” 
Sablatura said. “You have to 
hear the beats and move in a 
way that emphasizes them. 
It made me listen to music 
more critically.”
Sablatura strongly cred-
its music as the driving 
force behind her freeing, 
intrapersonal journey.
“I felt like I had to free 
myself of other people’s 
biases to have enough 
confidence to be strong,” 
Sablatura said.
Allison Medina
After biochemistry junior 
Allison Medina’s grandmother 
died of breast cancer, she de-
cided to memorialize her with 
a tattoo of the pink breast 
cancer ribbon.
“It was pretty hard losing 
her,” Medina said. “I want to 
go to medical school and do 
oncology, so it’s meaningful to 
me. A constant reminder.”
The small tattoo is hid-
den on the side of her torso 
to keep it out of sight from 
others. Dreams of working 
in a professional field pre-
vent Medina from having 
visible tattoos, motivating her 
to strategically place it in a 
concealed area.
“It’s hidden so people 
don’t see it a lot,” she said. 
“But I know it’s there, and it 
affects me.”
Regina Baker
Tattoos blanket the body of 
psychology senior Regina Bak-
er. Comprised of different styles 
from different artists, each de-
sign has its own unique mean-
ing, but her favorites are a series 
of stars that stretch the length of 
her body.
“There’s 63 stars from my 
shoulder to my ankle,” Baker 
said. “Really, they don’t mean 
a lot. It was kind of a spur of 
the moment gift from my 
son’s uncle.”
Baker’s love of art is what 
propels her drive to ink her 
skin. Baker takes pride in the 
artists’ many distinct styles.
“It’s basically a collection of 
art I get to wear,” Baker said.
Careers in business are 
often shadowed by anxieties 
of perpetuating corruption 
and greed, but by using the 
framework of Jewish eth-
ics, Jewish Learning Fel-
lowships teaches members 
how to conduct and run 
businesses morally. 
Jewish Learning Fellow-
ships, an organization that 
works under Texas Hillel, 
runs a mentorship program 
that specializes in business 
success and ethics. The stu-
dents in charge of the pro-
gram invite various Jewish 
business professionals to 
discuss how Halacha, oth-
erwise known as Jewish law, 
and ethics intertwine with 
their careers. 
“(It’s) an opportuni-
ty for Jewish students 
interested in business to 
network with executives 
with experience and under-
standing of the ethical side 
of business,” said Michael 
Zetune, undeclared fresh-
man and group coordinator 
of the organization’s Execu-
tive Membership Program.
Economics and finance 
junior Mack Dowdall is a 
member of the program’s 
inaugural class. He said 
he enjoys the program be-
cause it bridges his pas-
sion for his career and 
Jewish life.
“It’s a nice place to con-
nect with my Jewish heri-
tage and learn relevant Jew-
ish ideals around business,” 
Dowdall said. 
Supply chain manage-
ment senior Noa Gadot is 
on the board of the organi-
zation’s new initiative. He 
said the program is unique 
in comparison to other 
organizations that partner 
with UT or Hillel. 
“What differentiates this 
program from other pro-
grams is it connects busi-
ness to Judaism in terms 
of ethics and values,” Gad-
ot said. “It bridges the 
gap between our Jewish 
identity and 21st-century 
day-to-day jobs.”
As a first-year student in 
McCombs, Zetune said he 
finds a lot of value in learn-
ing about how these execu-
tives’ experiences might fit 
into his future career path.
“A lot of people come into 
the business school not un-
derstanding what each ma-
jor means and what careers 
are going to come out of 
them,” Zetune said. “Being 
able to talk to someone gives 
us an idea of what the careers 
actually look like and how 
to get there, which we might 
Having worked his entire 
career to promote multicul-
turalism, educational psy-
chology professor Kevin O. 
Cokley is now being recog-
nized for his impact on the 
UT community. 
Cokley was selected to 
join the prestigious UT Sys-
tem Distinguished Academy 
of Teachers, an organization 
that recognizes outstanding 
educators throughout the UT 
System. One of two University 
nominees, and 14 system-wide 
nominees, Cokley’s significant 
contributions to race-based 
dialogue in the classroom, 
counseling and research distin-
guished him in a competitive 
applicant pool.
“I was shocked, because I 
was not just competing with 
faculty from the University of 
Texas at Austin, but from the 
entire 14-institution system,” 
said Cokley. “In addition, nom-
inees have to have been recip-
ients of the Regent’s Outstand-
ing Teaching award, which 
is awarded at the university 
system level as well.”
Christopher J. McCar-
thy, a counseling psychol-
ogy and counselor educa-
tion professor, said Cokley 
utilized unique race-based 
perspectives to foster multi-
culturalism in the counseling 
psychology program.
“His classes teach counsel-
ors and psychologists how to 
engage with clients of diverse 
backgrounds and how to con-
duct multicultural research, 
both invaluable additions 
considering that most gradu-
ate research has utilized pre-
dominantly white samples,” 
McCarthy said. “He’s really 
an outstanding researcher 
and instructor.”
Although he has distin-
guished himself as a top ed-
ucator, Cokley maintains the 
importance of his research 
concerning African-American 
psychology, education, identity 
and mental health. During his 
career as a top educator, Cokley 
has made research concerning 
black American psychology, 
education, identity and mental 
health his priority.
“My academic career be-
gan with my research on Af-
rican-American academic 
achievement,” Cokley said. 
“I wanted my research to 
serve as a defense of Afri-
can-American students, a 
refutation of black anti-in-
tellectualism and a medium 
through which people might 
better understand the black 
educational experience.” 
His work has garnered na-
tional attention, particularly 
concerning the impostor phe-
nomenon, a syndrome that re-
fers to individuals who exhibit 
competence and achievement 
while remaining convinced 
they are “frauds” who do not 
deserve recognition. Research 
concerning the impostor phe-
nomenon had been conducted 
with high-achieving women, 
but Cokley aimed to explore 
the subject through the lens 
of race.
“I applied this research to 
people of color,“ Cokley said. 
“After Viola Davis won the 
Academy Award for Best Sup-
porting Actress, ABC News 
published an article highlight-
ing her struggles with impos-
tor syndrome, and cited one 
of my studies. Seeing one’s 
work being disseminated and 
made broadly accessible to the 
public is invigorating.”
McCarthy, once an observer 
in Cokley’s classroom, said Cok-
ley uses current trends and per-
sonality to foster an engaging 
class environment.
“He is a dynamic and caring 
instructor who constantly seeks 
Jewish student program 
discusses business ethics
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Professor Kevin Cokley was chosen to join the UT System 
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Michael Zetune, undeclared freshman is the group coordinator of the Jewish Learning 
Fellowships Executive Membership Program. He likes how the group ties in Jewish law to 









Tat-Tuesday is a weekly series that features students around campus and their tattoos.
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Biology sophomore Kassidy Sablatura values self-liberation. 
She designed her own tattoo to reflect her experiences.
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